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The Second Battle of Marne
Section 1: American troops and the battle of Marne
The United States of America entry to the war came almost after two and a half years when the World War began after remaining neutral throughout the years of war. This happened because of the president Woodrow‘s efforts to keep America out of the war. Germany primarily caused world war one. It also primarily caused the entry of America into the war. The American troops were very fresh and strong at their entry (Stewart, 2014). America was also well developed technologically and with strong leaders.
The entry of United States troops helped a great deal to bring World War 1 to an end. It took American troops almost three years before their entry to the war even after declaring war on German. This was because America was not able to commit significant forces to the war zones until mid-1918. At this point, American troops helped greatly to stop the massive German offensives including the second battle of Marne (Stewart, 2014). This was when the United States sent battleships and submarines to join with the British Grand fleet and other marines were sent to France.
The Germans then launched the operation Marne which was later called the second battle of Marne. The resulting attacks from the allied forces which were aided by American troops started what was known as the hundred-day offensive which was marked by a great victory from the Allies. This success had made the German troop retreat back to their starting points having achieved very little.
 Moreover, the allies were able to over u boat threat in the Atlantic Ocean with the help of the US troops. This helped Britain to use the convoy system where ships went by the sea escorted by warships and this improved their position in the war by maintaining supplies. Over two million American soldiers served in the Europe as the part of the aid offered by the entry of America into the war. They were fresh and energetic and thus helped the Allies to defeat German on all fronts and lastly causing the surrender of German thus the end of the war.  (Rrteacher, 2015).
Section 2: Weapons used in World War 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the World War 1 variety of weapons were used and that is why it lasted for quite sometime. Most of these weapons used had been on the use since the previous centuries and were responsible for a massive loss of life in the war. Let me start with the weapon that was used by most of the British soldiers in the trench warfare- a bolt-action rifle. This was a 15 rounds weapon which could be fired in less than a minute and could kill a target on a distance of about 1400 meters. 
Another widely used ammunition was machine gun. The machine guns used had the power to fire over 500 rounds per minute. This was big machine guns that required over 12 men to operate but had a devastating blow to the enemy (Cornish, 2014). They had a wide range of operations and research shows that it could wipe out the enemy troops same way a scythe cuts a field of wheat. Another weapon used was mortars. These had no moving parts and had arranged of about 1200 meters and could fire 22 rounds of shells per minute.
Another weapon was flamethrowers. This weapon had a history of being used as far as Ancient China. A man carried nitrogen pressure gas on his back which he used to spray the fuel gas on the enemy which was ignited as it left the tank at the muzzle. British and French developed frame throwing weapons but did not extensively use them. The use of submarines was widely used in the sea with the Allies making their submarine forces and the Germans making the under-water boats which were commonly known as the U-boats (Gould, 2014).
Aircraft and tanks were also widely used. Aircraft were equipped with machine guns which were made to rotate with the propellers. Tanks, on the other hand, were developed on the idea of having land battleships. Tanks had such a low speed of 3mph and thus Germans went for better other fighting vehicles leaving only the France and the British to use the tanks. Artillery was also used in the war and they actually killed more people than any other weapons did. Lastly, poisonous gases were used mostly by the Germans and caused temporary effects on the troops where it was used. The most used gases were mustard and chlorine gas.
Section 3: Soldiers’ experiences in the battlefields
Soldiers in the battlefields had one home that is the trenches where they lived day and night. These were long and narrow ditches which were dug on the ground as homes. The troops would wake up each day at around 5:00 am in the morning. This was usually known as Stand-to which was short for Stand to Arms. The soldiers were on a high alert for attacks on this time usually an hour before the daylight (Winston, 2018). 
Unfortunately, no attack happened and they would clean up the trenches and then take breakfast which was always bacon and tea. At the dusk there was another Stand-to for attacks were also frequent at such times. The soldiers used to sleep in the afternoon mostly after dinner where they slept in turns. Also, at night they worked digging more ditches, putting barbed wires, getting stores and others.
Soldiers lived in very unbearable environment. The trenches were cold and dirty and infested with lice and rats. Noise from machineguns which was a common issue made the life even harder. Soldiers had little sleep which could be no longer than 1 hour (Wilcox, 2014). Even with the one hour sleep, they could be woken up at different times to complete some tasks.
They used their free time to play card or write letters and diaries. Their conditions could worsen when they became sick due to poor medical services and sometimes no medical services at all. The trenches could get muddy and so dirty that sometimes rats could grow to almost a size of cats. (Winston, 2018). Dead bodies which were buried near to the ground was also a common site and toilets also overflowed to their trenches. 
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